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	Water Primary School
Geography 2026-2027 Curriculum Overview (Cycle B)

	
	Autumn 
	Spring 
	Summer

	Geographical Threads (Substantive Concepts- First order concepts)

	Location
	Place
	Human and Physical
	Fieldwork

	Where are places located?
 How can we find them?
	What are the human and
physical features of our
area and how are they the
same or different to other
places?
	How do physical features impact the lives of people?
	How can we carry out an
investigation into an area?

	Disciplinary Concepts – Second order concepts

	Map skills
	Space
	Scale
	Interdependence
	Sustainability

	Understanding the characteristics of location and how to locate places.
	Analysing the
arrangement of features,
patterns of distribution
and the relationships that
connect points or regions.
	How we example concepts
from local to global levels.
	How societies and the
physical environment interact
and depend on one another.
	Meeting the needs of the
present without compromising
the future.

	EYFS/ Year 1
Acorn
	ELG: Understanding the World – People, Culture and Communities
ELG: Understanding the World – The Natural World

NC: Name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans • Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: key physical and human features. • Understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom, and of a small area in a contrasting non European country 

Substantive concept: Locational knowledge and human and physical 
Disciplinary concept: map skills, interdependence, scale 

Why is our world wonderful?


Resources:
World map
Globe
Aerial photographs

Suggested texts:
-Here We Are
-The Journey Home
-One World 

	ELG: Understanding the World – People, Culture and Communities
ELG: Understanding the World – The Natural World

NC: Name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans • Understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom, and of a small area in a contrasting non-European country • Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles 

Substantive concept: Locational and place knowledge, Human and physical 
Disciplinary concept: Map skills, space

Would you prefer to live in a hot or cold place?

Resources:
World map and globe
Climate zone maps
Weather photographs

Suggested texts:
-If You Were Me and Lived in... Norway
-If You Were Me and Lived in... Kenya
-Handa's Surprise
	ELG: Understanding the World – People, Culture and Communities
ELG: Understanding the World – The Natural World

NC: Understand similarities and differences between a small area of the UK and a contrasting non‑European country 
Use basic geographical vocabulary 
Use maps, globes and atlases

Pupils will compare Rossendale (a small area of the UK) with Lujiazui in Shanghai (a small area of a contrasting non-European country) to identify human and physical features and similarities and differences.

Substantive concept: Locational and place knowledge, human and physical 
Disciplinary concept: Map skills, space

What is it like to live in Shanghai?

Resources: Kapow (need to add/change a lesson to cover Lujiazui in Shanghai (a small area of a contrasting non-European country).
Maps of China and Shanghai
Google Earth Street View
Photographs/videos of Shanghai
Comparison photographs of Rossendale and Shanghai

Suggested texts:
-My Day in China
-This Is How We Do It

	Year 1/2
Hazel Class
	NC: Name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans • Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: key physical and human features. • Understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom, and of a small area in a contrasting non European country 

Substantive concept: Locational knowledge and human and physical
Disciplinary concept: map skills, interdependence, scale

Why is our world wonderful?


Resources:
World map
Globe
Aerial photographs

Suggested texts:
-Here We Are
-The Journey Home
-One World 


	NC: Name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans • Understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom, and of a small area in a contrasting non-European country • Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles 

Substantive concept: Locational and place knowledge, Human and physical 
Disciplinary concept: Map skills, space

Would you prefer to live in a hot or cold place?

Resources:
World map and globe
Climate zone maps
Weather photographs

Suggested texts:
-If You Were Me and Lived in... Norway
-If You Were Me and Lived in... Kenya
-Handa's Surprise
	NC: Understand similarities and differences between a small area of the UK and a contrasting non‑European country 
Use basic geographical vocabulary 
Use maps, globes and atlases

Pupils will compare Rossendale (a small area of the UK) with Lujiazui in Shanghai (a small area of a contrasting non-European country) to identify human and physical features and similarities and differences.

Substantive concept: Locational and place knowledge, human and physical 
Disciplinary concept: Map skills, space

What is it like to live in Shanghai?


Resources: Kapow (need to add/change a lesson to cover Lujiazui in Shanghai (a small area of a contrasting non-European country).
Maps of China and Shanghai
Google Earth Street View
Photographs/videos of Shanghai
Comparison photographs of Rossendale and Shanghai

[bookmark: _GoBack]Suggested texts:
-My Day in China
-This Is How We Do It

	Year 3/4
Maple
	NC: • Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities • Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied • Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within North or South America 

Substantive concept: Location and place knowledge, Human and physical 
Disciplinary concept: Map skills, Space, Scale 

Why do people live near volcanoes?




Suggested Resources: 
Tectonic plate map
World volcano map
Atlases
Google Earth
Suggested texts:
-Escape from Pompeii
	 NC: • Name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time • Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe and North and South America • Describe and understand key aspects of: physical geography, (rivers and the water cycle) • Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies. 

Substantive concept: Locational knowledge, Human and physical, Fieldwork 
Disciplinary concept: Interdependence, Map skills, Space, Sustainability

What are rivers and how are they used?

Suggested Resources:
Local river maps
OS maps
River photographs
River process diagrams
Suggested texts:
-A River
-The Rhythm of the Rain
-Rivers
	NC: Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones • Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe and North and South America • Describe and understand key aspects of: physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes 

Substantive concept: Locational knowledge, Human and physical 
Disciplinary concept: Interdependence, Map skills, Space, Sustainability

Why are rainforests important to us?







Suggested Resources:
Biome maps
World climate maps
Rainforest photographs and videos
Google Earth
Suggested texts:
-The Great Kapok Tree
-The Vanishing Rainforest


	Year 4/5
Blossom 
	
	
	

	Year 6
Sequoia
	NC:  Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities 
• Name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and landuse patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time 
• Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within North or South America

Substantive concept: Locational and place knowledge, Physical and human 
Disciplinary concept: Map skills, Space

Why does our population change?

Suggested texts: 
-Journey to Jo'burg
-Children Just Like Me
Resources: 
Population density maps
Population pyramids
Census data
Migration case studies
Atlases

	NC: Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities • Describe and understand key aspects of: human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water • Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within North or South America




Substantive concept: Locational and place knowledge, Physical and human 
Disciplinary concept: Map skills, Space, Interdependence, Sustainability 

Where does our energy come from?

Suggested texts: 
-Energy Island
Resources: 
UK energy mix data
Renewable and non-renewable energy photographs
Energy production maps
National Grid maps


	NC: Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied • Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies. • name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics • Describe and understand key aspects of human geography








Substantive concept: Locational knowledge, Fieldwork 
Disciplinary concept: Map skills, Space

Can I carry out an independent fieldwork enquiry? 

Resources: Kapow
Clipboards
Survey sheets
Questionnaires
Measuring tapes
Traffic counters
Suggested texts: 
-How to Be a Young Geographer



	
