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	Water Primary School
History 2026-27 Curriculum Overview (Cycle A)

	
	Autumn 
	Spring 
	Summer

	Historical Threads (Substantive Concepts- First order concepts)

	Achievement, Legacy and Community
	Childhood
	Civilisations
	Justice and Equality
	Leaders & Pioneers

	How have people's accomplishments shaped societies and impacted the lives of communities over time?
	How have 'childhood' experiences and children's ways of life differed over time?
	What similarities and differences have we noted between different civilisations?
	How and why have people fought for justice and equality in the past?
	How have leaders and people in positions of power influenced cultures and changed ways of life?

	Disciplinary Concepts – Second order concepts

	Change and Continuity
	Sources and Evidence
	Historical Significance
	Historical Interpretations
	Similarity and Difference
	Causes and Consequences

	How historians construct arguments about the nature, pace, and extent of change in the past

	How historians use sources as evidence to answer a question
	How historians and others attribute significance to past events or people, deeming them worthy of study or attention

	How historians construct their accounts of the past, including how and why these differ
	How historians construct arguments about the extent of similarity and difference between places, people and groups in the past
	How historians construct arguments about the causes and consequences of events

	EYFS/ Year 1
Acorn
	ELG: Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now.
Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books in class and storytelling.

Water Primary School 
NC: Significant historical events, people and places in their own locality. 




Substantive concept: Childhood 

Disciplinary concept: Historical significance 


Water Primary School 
How has Water Primary School changed over time?




Suggested texts: 
Going to School by M.E. Gagg 

Suggested Unit: Kapow – Year 2 – How was school different in the past? 
	ELG: Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now.
Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books in class and storytelling.

Transport
NC: The lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and international achievements. Some should be used to compare aspects of lives in different periods. 

Substantive concept: Leaders & Pioneers
 
Disciplinary concept: Historical significance The Wright Brothers 

The Wright Brothers
How did the Wright brothers learn how to fly?



Suggested texts: Taking Flight: How the Wright Brothers Conquered the Skies by Adam Hancher 

Suggested Unit: Kapow – Year 2 – How did we learn to fly?
	ELG: Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society.
Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books in class and storytelling.

Monarchs 
NC: The lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and international achievements. Some should be used to compare aspects of lives in different periods. 

Substantive concept: Leaders & Pioneers 

Disciplinary concept: Historical significance 


King Charles III
How did King Charles III become king?
Resource: 
BBC Teach: William the Conqueror  

Suggested texts: 
1. Kings/Queens 
2. Castles 
3. Royal events

Suggested Unit: Kapow – Year 2 – What is a Monarch?

	Year 1/2
Hazel Class
	NC: Significant historical events, people and places in their own locality. 

Substantive concept: Childhood 

Disciplinary concept: Historical significance 

Water Primary School 
How has Water Primary School changed over time?






Suggested texts: 
Going to School by M.E. Gagg 






Suggested Unit: Kapow – Year 2 – How was school different in the past?
	NC: The lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and international achievements. Some should be used to compare aspects of lives in different periods. 

Substantive concept: Leaders & Pioneers
 
Disciplinary concept: Historical significance The Wright Brothers 

The Wright Brothers
How did the Wright brothers learn how to fly?


Suggested texts: 
-Taking Flight: How the Wright Brothers Conquered the Skies by Adam Hancher
-Fly High! The Story of Bessie Coleman by Louise Borden & Mary Kay Kroeger
-Amelia Earhart (Little People, BIG DREAMS series) by Maria Isabel Sánchez Vegara

Suggested Unit: Kapow – Year 2 – How did we learn to fly?
	NC: The lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and international achievements. Some should be used to compare aspects of lives in different periods. 

Substantive concept: Leaders & Pioneers 

Disciplinary concept: Historical significance William the Conqueror

William the Conqueror
How did William the Conqueror become king?

Resource: 
BBC Teach: William the Conqueror  

Suggested texts: 
1. Kings/Queens 
2. Castles 
3. Royal events

Visual Literacy – The Bayeux Tapestry

Suggested Unit: Kapow – Year 2 – What is a Monarch?

	Year 3/4
Maple
	NC: Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age 

Substantive concept: Civilisations 

Disciplinary concept: change and continuity 

Stone Age to Iron Age 
What does Skara Brae tell us about life in the Stone Age? 


Resource: 
BBC Teach: The Story of Britain

Suggested texts:
Stone Age Boy by Satoshi Kitamura
The Stone Age and Skara Brae by Ben Hubbard 

Suggested Unit: Kapow – Year 3 – British History 1 – Would you prefer to have lived in the Stone Age, Bronze Age or Iron Age? 
	NC: A study of an aspect or theme in British 
history that extends pupils’ chronological 
knowledge beyond 1066, e.g. a significant 
turning point in British History

Substantive concept: Childhood

Disciplinary concept: Change and Continuity

Lord Shaftsbury and the Ragged Schools
How did Lord Shaftsbury’s work change life 
for British children?


Resource: 
BBC Two: Lord Shaftsbury and Ragged Schools (dramatisation) 

Suggested texts: 
Street Child by Berlie Doherty  

Suggested Unit: Kapow – Year 4 – How have children’s lives changed?
	NC: A depth study of Ancient Egypt 

Substantive concept: Civilisations 

Disciplinary concept: sources and evidence

Ancient Civilisations (inc. Ancient Egypt) 
What was important to the Ancient Egyptians?






Resource:
BBC Teach: Ancient Egypt 

Suggested texts: 
DK Eyewitness: Ancient Egypt


Suggested Unit: Kapow – Year 3 – What was important to Ancient Egyptians? 

	Year 4/5
Blossom 
	
	
	

	Year 6
Sequoia
	NC: A study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066 e.g. a turning point in British history. NC: A local history study 

Substantive concept: Justice and Equality 

Disciplinary concept: Causes 

The Suffrage Movement 
Why did some women refuse to fill out the census in 1911? 
 





Suggested texts: 
Emmeline Pankhurst (Little People, BIG DREAMS series) by Lisbeth Kaiser 

Suggested Unit: Kapow – Year 6 – What can the census tell us about local areas? 



	NC: A study of an aspect or theme in British 
history that extends pupils’ chronological 
knowledge beyond 1066 e.g. a turning point 
in British history

NC: A local history study 

Substantive concept: Childhood
Disciplinary concept: causes

WWII Evacuation
Evacuee experiences in Britain: 
What caused the mass evacuation of children during WW2?
What happened to children in Water 
during WWII?
 


Suggested texts:
Goodnight Mister Tom by Michelle Magorian

Immersive experience: Visit to the Museum of Lancashire 

Suggested Unit: Kapow – Year 6 – What was the impact of World War Two on the people of Britain? 


	NC: A local history study 

Substantive concept: Achievement, Legacy and Community

Disciplinary concept: Historical Significance 

Burnley Football Heroes: 
Who is the most significant Burnley Football hero and why?

Suggested learning sequence:
1. What is historical significance? 
2. Timeline of Burnley FC & key figures 
3. Case studies (players/managers) 
4. Impact on the local area 
5. Different viewpoints (fans, media, historians) 
6. Final judgement task


Suggested texts:
Local newspaper archives and photographs
Materials from Burnley FC in the Community 

Immersive experience: Visit to Burnley Football Club 





	


