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     Geography
“Without Geography, you are nowhere.”
· Jimmy Buffett

Mission Statement

At Water School our aim is to teach to inspire, motivate and nurture the next generation of creative and critical thinkers. We work in partnership with parents and the community to achieve the highest standards. Our main goal is to encourage our children to be resilient, respectful and independent learners, who are equipped for lifelong learning. Through stimulating, safe learning environments and excellent opportunities to succeed in and out of the classroom, we encourage children’s progress and achievements.

Aims

At Water School, we welcome the importance Geography has in our curriculum as part of our mission to develop pupils’ investigation skills and deepen their understanding of the world around us. We believe that a high-quality geography education should inspire in pupils a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people that will remain with them for the rest of their lives. We aim to create and foster a sense of wonder about the world. Our teaching equips our pupils with knowledge about diverse places, people, resources and natural and human environments, together with a deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human processes. We aim to develop a sense of identity by learning about the United Kingdom, its relationship with other countries and the importance of respecting all regardless of culture, race and religion. We raise an awareness of our ever changing world, to inspire a sense of responsibility so our children will want to look after our Earth. 
 

Curriculum and School Organisation

In order to achieve these aims, geography is planned explicitly, co-ordinated with our History curriculum and is alternated between History and Geography on a weekly rotation. This structure provides pupils with focused learning in each subject and helps build meaningful connections over time. Our objectives are derived from the National Curriculum and via a thorough organisation of units throughout the school, we ensure the coverage of all objectives as part of a balanced curriculum. Class based learning of geography is extended through related trips and field work in our local area.
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Water Primary School follows the 2014 National Curriculum Programmes of study as set out below.

Foundation Stage:

We teach Geography in Acorn (EYFS) as an integral part of the topic work covered during the year. As part of the EYFS we relate the Geography side of the children’s work to the objectives set out in the Early Learning Goals (ELGs), which underpin the curriculum planning for children aged three to five. Geography makes a significant contribution to developing a child’s knowledge and understanding of the world.

The programmes of study for both Key Stage 1 and 2 are based on:
· Locational knowledge
· Place knowledge
· Human and Physical geography
· Geographical skills and fieldwork

Key Stage One:
The National Curriculum Programmes of Study at Key Stage One focuses on developing children’s knowledge, skills and understanding of geography. Children should understand basic subject-specific vocabulary relating to human and physical geography and begin to use geographical skills, including first-hand observation, to enhance their locational awareness.
Pupils should be taught to:
· Name and locate the world’s continents and oceans
· Name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas
· Understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom, and of a contrasting non-European country
· Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles
· Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key physical features, including: beach, coast, forest, hill, mountain, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, and weather
· Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, and shop
· Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as well as the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key stage
· Simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational language (e.g. near and far) to describe the location of features and routes on a map
· Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic physical features; devise a simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key
· Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and the key human and physical features of its surrounding environment.

Key Stage One Geography is taught on a two-year rolling cycle, whereby over the two years, all curriculum objectives are taught. 


Key Stage Two:
The National Curriculum Programmes of Study at Key Stage Two also focuses on developing children’s Knowledge, skills and understanding of geography. Pupils should extend their knowledge and understanding beyond the local area and the United Kingdom to include Europe, North and South America. This will include the location and characteristics of a range of the world’s most significant human and physical features. They should develop their use of geographical tools and skills to enhance their locational and place knowledge.

Pupils should be taught to:
· Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe and North and South America and concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities
· Name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, including hills, mountains, cities, rivers, key topographical features and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time
· Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, and time zones (including day and night)
· Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region or area of the United Kingdom (different from that taught at Key Stage 1), a region or area in a European country, and a region or area within North or South America
· Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle
· Describe and understand key aspects of human geography, including: settlements, land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals, and water supplies
· Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied
· Use the eight points of a compass, four-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world
· Use fieldwork to observe, measure and record the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies.

Key Stage Two Geography is taught on a four-year rolling cycle, whereby over the four years, all curriculum objectives are taught. 





Planning and Delivery

Planning is used to:
· set clear and achievable goals;
· ensure work is matched to pupils’ abilities, experience and interests;
· ensure progression, continuity and subject coverage throughout the School;
· make links with other subjects where appropriate (cross-curricular).



Community Links

Geography at Water Primary School contributes to the community by promoting the study and understanding of local sites, including the direct locality of the school. Fieldwork studies should strengthen children’s understanding of their own and wider communities in order to develop a sense of pride and willingness to protect the world around them for the future.


ICT

Pupils will be given opportunities to apply and develop their ICT capability through the use of ICT tools to support their learning in geography as appropriate.

Assessment and Recording

Assessment is generally the responsibility of the class teacher and is used to:
· Plan future teaching and learning.
· Provide summative information for parents and teachers.

A range of assessment techniques is used including:
· Teacher observation of children working.
· Discussion with and questioning of pupils.
· Marking and evaluation of any work, recorded in Geography books.
· Evidence of work found on photos and classroom displays.
· Self-assessment.
· Use of Learning Journeys to record assessment information.
· Formative assessment will take place using our online assessment tool, Balance. Objectives are matched directly to the long term/medium term plans and fit with lesson structure and the National Curriculum. 


Equal Opportunities

It is the responsibility of all teachers to ensure that all pupils, irrespective of gender, ability, race and social circumstance, have access to the geography curriculum and make the greatest progress possible.




Special Educational Needs/ Inclusion

The school will work to ensure that all pupils including those with special educational needs are provided with an appropriate geography curriculum. In order to achieve this, teachers will work to:
· Set suitable learning challenges.
· Respond to pupils' diverse learning needs.
· Overcome potential barriers to learning and assessment for individuals and groups of pupils.


AGT

Able, Gifted and Talented children should be identified and noted on the school AGT register. Appropriate opportunities should be provided for them to share and develop their talents. The teacher should ensure that children are suitably challenged and extended within the lessons.

Resources

We have a range of geography resources located in the geography area of the staff room, including atlases and aerial photographs. Also, geography books, covering a wide range of topics, can be found in our school library. 
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